“A detailed and loving portrait of the author’s father, When
Tobacco Was King is an eye-opening journey through the
history of the Amencan and Canadian tobacco industry
during the nincteenth and twenticth centuries, and the cra
of stick boys and Dutch clocks and flue-cured burley. But
it 1§ also a fascinating portrait of business in the pre-MBA
cra, when deals were scaled over a handshake and a shot
of whiskey, and self-educated farm boys and small-town
dreamers grabbed life by both hands and took their prod-
ucts, and themselves, all over the world.™

Scott Ellsworth, author of The Secret Game
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Paul Allen melds historical fact with humowr and empathy
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